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Belfast Cyber Security Infrastructure Examined At 
Conference
Delegates from across Europe are meeting in Belfast today for a major 
conference to promote the city as a trailblazer of technological 
excellence. 

It comes shortly after Belfast was awarded £6m to invest in becoming 'super-
connected' with fast broadband speeds.

The Eurocities Knowledge Society Forum's (KSF) Summer Conference has 
been organised by Belfast City Council and will look at the significant role of 
the city's cyber security infrastructure in transforming it to compete 
economically with others across the world.

The conference at the City Hall will be opened by the Lord Mayor of Belfast, 
Alderman Gavin Robinson, and will include talks from Enterprise Minister 
Arlene Foster, Dr Norman Apsley from the Northern Ireland Science Park, Dr 
Sinclair Stockman from Digital NI 2020, Ingrid Goetzl from the Eurocities KSF 
and John McCanny from ECIT.

Mr Robinson said: "When the Titanic was built in 1912, Belfast was a highly 
motivated, wealthy and industrious city on the cutting edge of technology and 
advancement. In 2012, we are once again a city at the forefront of innovation 
and change. Belfast is forging a new reputation as a trailblazer of 
technological excellence in the field of cyber security and we are keen to show 
how this is enabling us to achieve economic success by attracting businesses 
from across the world to our city."

The conference talks will centre on themes including 'Creating a Digital 
Economy in Northern Ireland in a Fully Connected World' and 'Building 
Confident, Competent, Safe and Secure Digital Communities'.



APPENDIX 1

Docs 143522

City's cyber power to be promoted 
at EU forum
Wednesday, 20 June 2012 

Delegates from across Europe are meeting in Belfast today for a conference to 
promote the city as a trailblazer of technological excellence. 
The Eurocities Knowledge Society Forum's (KSF) Summer Conference has been 
organised by Belfast City Council and will look at the significant role of the city's cyber 
security infrastructure in transforming it to compete economically with others across 
the world.

The conference at the City Hall will be opened by the Lord Mayor of Belfast, Alderman 
Gavin Robinson, and will include talks from Dr Norman Apsley from the Northern 
Ireland Science Park, Dr Sinclair Stockman from Digital NI 2020, Jim Gamble from 
Ineqe, Ingrid Goetzl from the Eurocities KSF and John McCanny from ECIT. Enterprise 
Minister Arlene Foster will also be speaking at the conference.

The EU delegates, from countries including Belgium, Austria, Spain, Germany, the 
Netherlands, Sweden, Estonia and the UK, will also be visiting the Northern Ireland 
Science Park, Titanic Belfast, University of Ulster, CITI, BT NI and Eircom NI 
headquarters as part of their two-day trip.

Read more: http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/business-news/citys-cyber-
power-to-be-promoted-at-eu-forum-16174722.html#ixzz2K2notiwx

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/business-news/citys-cyber-power-to-be-promoted-at-eu-forum-16174722.html#ixzz2K2notiwx
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/business-news/citys-cyber-power-to-be-promoted-at-eu-forum-16174722.html#ixzz2K2notiwx
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Conference to promote Belfast as trailblazer of technological 
excellence

20 June 2012

Delegates from across Europe are meeting in Belfast for a major conference to promote the city as 
a trailblazer of technological excellence. 

The Eurocities Knowledge Society Forum`s (KSF) Summer Conference has been organised by 
Belfast City Council and will look at the significant role of the city`s cyber security infrastructure in 
transforming it to compete economically with others across the world. 

The conference at the City Hall will be opened by the Lord Mayor of Belfast, Alderman Gavin 
Robinson, and will include talks from Dr Norman Apsley from the Northern Ireland Science Park, 
Dr Sinclair Stockman from Digital NI 2020, Jim Gamble from Ineqe, Ingrid Goetzl from the 
Eurocities KSF and John McCanny from ECIT. The Enterprise Minister Arlene Foster will also be 
speaking at the conference. 

The EU delegates from countries including Belgium, Austria, Spain, Germany, the Netherlands, 
Sweden, Estonia and the UK will also be visiting the Northern Ireland Science Park, Titanic Belfast, 
University of Ulster, CITI, BT NI and Eircom NI headquarters as part of their two-day trip to the city. 

Welcoming the delegates to Belfast, the Lord Mayor Alderman Gavin Robinson, said: “The 
Eurocities Knowledge Society Forum Summer Conference will tell the story of Belfast`s 
transformation and it is fitting that our story begins here at City Hall and ends at Titanic Belfast. 

“When the Titanic was built, in 1912, Belfast was a highly motivated, wealthy and industrious city 
on the cutting edge of technology and advancement. In 2012, we are once again a city at the 
forefront of innovation and change. 

“Belfast is re-creating its image and forging a new reputation as a trailblazer of technological 
excellence in the field of cyber security and we are keen to show how this is enabling us to achieve 
economic success by attracting businesses from across the world to our city. 

“This conference will provide a platform for a meaningful exchange of learning and networking as 
well as the chance to explore the potential for future joint working and collaboration in the field,” he 
added. 

Minister Arlene Foster said: "As Enterprise Minister, I am very aware of the importance of robust 
cyber security, both in terms of the security of the citizen, of government and of businesses. 
However I am also aware that this provides us with significant opportunities as well. 

"As our globalised world continues to become ever more dependent on the secure transmission of 
data, that also provides opportunities for highly connected regions such as Northern Ireland to 
become centres of commercial as well as research expertise in cyber security. Through initiatives 
such as Eurocities and the Enterprise Europe Network, Northern Ireland businesses, researchers 
and government can form the partnerships with which to develop a knowledge based economy 
with innovation at its heart,” she added. 

The conference talks will centre on the following themes:- `Creating a Digital Economy in Northern 
Ireland in a Fully Connected World`; `Delivering Cyber Security Technology through Open 
Innovation`; `Building Confident, Competent, Safe and Secure Digital Communities`; `Making IT a 
Reality` and the `Local Government Perspective on Cyber Security`. 
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The conference follows a launch bid by the council last week to make Belfast one of the most 
advanced and super-connected cities in Europe for ultrafast broadband and widespread WiFi 
provision by 2015. 

Belfast has been named by Westminster`s Department of Culture, Media and Sport as one of ten 
cities to receive funding as part of its Super Connected Cities initiative with guaranteed funding of 
£6 million. But a further £7.7 million is on the table if it can be demonstrated that there is a demand 
for better broadband connections in the Belfast City Council area and businesses, communities 
and residents are being urged to back the bid by registering support through completion of an 
online survey. 

For further information on Super Connected Belfast, go to www.belfastcity.gov.uk/superconnected

The Eurocities Knowledge Society Forum`s (KSF) Summer Conference also follows the launch of 
a new forum recently, facilitated by Belfast City Council, for NI stakeholders to engage with the EU 
and strengthen Northern Ireland`s voice in Europe. 

The Northern Ireland European Regional Forum (NIERF) includes partners from the public, private 
and voluntary sectors across NI with an interest in European affairs and will provide a platform to 
meet and discuss EU policy, maximise funding opportunities and shape policy for the benefit of 
Belfast and NI. NIERF members have also provided support for the conference today. 

ENDS

http://www.belfastcity.gov.uk/superconnected/index.asp
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Cyber Security - Eurocities Knowledge Society 
Forum - Free Conference
Momentum - The Northern Ireland ICT Federation 
Wednesday, 20 June 2012 from 09:30 to 17:30 (BST)
Belfast, United Kingdom

3652071444

5ubl4rSy5rHj5LKz &pound;

Ticket Information
No tickets available. 

Event Details
Belfast City Council are hosting the Eurocities Knowledge Society Forum Summer 
Conference on Wednesday 20th June 2012.
-----

The theme of the conference is "The Role of Infrastructure and Cyber Security in City 
Transformation". 

This is a free event and is a great opportunity to not only hear about how Northern Ireland 
is punching above its weight in this arena, but see how local companies and organisations 
are really benefiting from this. You will also have a great opportunity to network with 
colleagues from other European cities enabling the potential for some real and effective 
partnership opportunities.

The Minister for Trade and Industry, Arlene Foster MLA, will present the central 
government perspective and the Chief Executive of Belfast City Council, Peter McNaney, 
will also discuss the local government perspective.

In the afternoon, you will then have an opportunity to select a site visit to witness firsthand 
some of the local success stories, and enable you to further explore some of the topics 
presented in the morning sessions. 

Finally there will be a structured de-brief and learning session in the new Titanic Belfast 
building.

For more information and details on how to register, please click here>>

http://www.eventbrite.com/org/976875595?s=8630820
http://www.eventbrite.com/event/3298843931/?ref=enivtefor&invite=MjA5MDU2Ni9taWNoYWVsLm5vYmxlQG1vbWVudHVtbmkub3JnLzA%3D&utm_source=eb_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=inviteformal&utm_term=attend
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EUROCITIES Knowledge Society Forum
Posted on Kes 4, 2012 in Events 

Will be organized on 20-21.6.2012. 

Cyber Security Eurocities Knowledge Society Forum
The theme of the conference is “The Role of Infrastructure and Cyber Security in City 
Transformation”. 

This is a free event and is a great opportunity to not only hear about how Northern Ireland is 
punching above its weight in this arena, but see how local companies and organisations are really 
benefiting from this. You will also have a great opportunity to network with colleagues from other 
European cities enabling the potential for some real and effective partnership opportunities.

http://www.smart-ip.eu/category/events/

